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Writing—Session 1

ID:202629 B Common

q Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

All of those people had such busy scedules that 
they couldn’t stay another thirty minutes.

A. Change busy to buzy.

B. Change scedules to schedules.

C. Change thirty to thurty.

D. Change minutes to minuets.

ID:212968 C Common

w Which word in the sentence below should be 
capitalized?

My sister said that she planned to attend the 
university of Maine next fall.

A. sister

B. she

C. university

D. fall

ID:202616 D Common

e Which word should replace the underlined 
word in the sentence below?

They was a grassy hillside with thousands of 
plants and trees.

A. They’re

B. Their

C. Thear

D. There

ID:202614 B Common

r What is the correct form of the underlined 
word in the sentence below?

He bring most of his books to school yesterday.

A. brang

B. brought

C. brung

D. brings
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ID:212980 C Common

t What is the best way to combine the two 
sentences below?

An iceberg is part of a glacier that breaks off. An 
iceberg is set adrift on the ocean after it breaks 
off from the glacier.

A. Part of a glacier that breaks off, an 
iceberg is set adrift after.

B. An iceberg, breaks off from the glacier, 
is set adrift on the ocean.

C. An iceberg is part of a glacier that breaks 
off and is set adrift on the ocean.

D. Breaking off and set adrift on the ocean, 
an iceberg is part of a glacier.

ID:202651 B Common

y Where should a semicolon (;) be placed to 
make the sentence below correct?

Eastbound and westbound trains meet during the 
trip travelers can see the historic railroad engines 
switch and pass.

A. after westbound

B. after trip

C. after see

D. after switch 

ID:213027 A Common

u Which word in the sentence below should be 
capitalized?

She said, “our cabin by the lake is located a mile 
south of the main highway.”

A. our

B. lake

C. south

D. highway

ID:202608 A Common

i Which of the following is a sentence 
fragment?

A. My friend and I still happy with the 
hammock, however.

B. It seems as if the ropes should be 
stronger than they are.

C. The product is not what I expected when 
I ordered it. 

D. My sister, who owns the hammock, has 
not had a problem.
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ID:213033 A Common

o Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

An early inventor of gliders for example, 
developed his wing design by watching seabirds 
soar gracefully over the ocean.

A. after gliders

B. after design

C. after seabirds

D. after gracefully

ID:202615 D Common

1) What is the best way to combine the two 
sentences below?

The exhibit was outdoors. The exhibit was 
designed to look like the areas where gorillas
live in Africa.

A. The exhibit was outdoors, it was designed 
to look like the areas where gorillas live 
in Africa.

B. The exhibit outdoors, looking like the 
areas where gorillas live in Africa, was 
designed.

C. The exhibit was designed outdoors, to 
look like the areas where gorillas live in 
Africa.

D. The exhibit was outdoors and designed to 
look like the areas where gorillas live in 
Africa.
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When writing responses to prompts 11, 12, and 13, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt, and
• proofread and edit your writing.

ID:202445 Common

1! Imagine there is a storm coming across a lake. Write a description of the approaching storm. Use 
sensory language and varied sentence structures to develop your description.

ID:202470 Common

1@ Some people use cell phones while in restaurants, stores, movies, or even when they are driving. Is this 
good for our society? Write a paragraph that develops one strong argument to persuade the reader to 
agree with your opinion.
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Read this poem and then write a response to the prompt that follows.

How to Eat a Poem

Don’t be polite.
Bite in.
Pick it up with your fi ngers and lick the juice that 
 may run down your chin.
It is ready and ripe now, whenever you are.

You do not need a knife or fork or spoon
or plate or napkin or tablecloth.

For there is no core 
or stem
or rind 
or pit 
or seed 
or skin 
to throw away.

—Eve Merriam

ID:202401 Common

1# What does the poet compare a poem to? Write a paragraph that explains how the poet makes this 
comparison. Include details from the poem to support your response.
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Writing—Session 2

Read this passage to decide if babysitting is the right job for you. Then write a 
response to the prompt that follows.

Is Babysitting the Right Job for You?
Carol Barkin and Elizabeth James

Babysitting is a great way to earn money. It’s one of the few jobs that is always 
available. Wherever there are families with young children, babysitters are needed. 
And it’s not full-time work. There are babysitting jobs to fi t almost any schedule.

But before you plunge in, think over the pros and cons of this kind of work.

Do You Have Time to Babysit?
Try to be realistic about how much time you will have for work. You can’t 

count on getting your homework done while you’re babysitting. Your job as 
a sitter is to entertain and take care of the children, and they’re not likely to 
enjoy watching you write your social studies paper. After the kids go to bed, of 
course, you’ll have time to study—but what if this is the night little Debbie has a 
nightmare?

And don’t forget that you have your own social life. You won’t have much 
time for your friends if you take on babysitting jobs every afternoon and evening. 
Making tons of extra money won’t be worth it if you’re failing all your classes and 
your friends think you’re ignoring them. So go slowly at fi rst until you see how 
much work you can handle.

Do You Like Kids?
Think about whether you enjoy being with children. After all, that’s the job; if 

little kids get on your nerves most of the time, then babysitting probably isn’t for you.
Do you like children of all ages? You may not know yet which age groups appeal 

to you most, and of course you won’t want to limit yourself too much—you probably 
won’t fi nd many jobs if you decide to sit only with fi ve-year-olds. On the other hand, 
if handling tiny babies makes you nervous, why not pass up those job opportunities 
until you feel more sure of yourself around infants? And if changing dirty diapers 
really turns you off, you’d better stick with children over three years old. You’ll enjoy 
babysitting more if you’re realistic about what you do and don’t like.

Unexpected Bonuses
Besides being fun and profi table, babysitting can pay off in ways you may not 

have thought of. First, the experience of looking for jobs and meeting prospective 
employers will come in handy when you’re looking for a part-time or full-time 
job later on. And of course, babysitting is terrifi c preparation for other kinds of 
work with children: summer camp counselor, Sunday school assistant teacher, or 
summer park-program employee. In addition, a parent you’ve babysat for often 
will be happy to write a letter of reference; this recommendation may be very 
helpful when you’re applying for other jobs.
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And have you thought about how much you’ll be learning while you babysit? 
As well as fi nding out about how children grow and develop, you’ll be absorbing 
information about lifestyles that may be different from your family’s. You’ll 
probably never again have the chance to be part of the intimate day-to-day life in 
so many different homes. Keep your eyes open, both for the ideas you’d like to 
make use of in your own life and for the problems you’d like to avoid.

Once you’ve decided that you want to give babysitting a try, you’re ready to 
break into the job market.

Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

ID:202537 Common

1$ What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

ID:213695 Common

1% What are the supporting details/references to text in your response?_______________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

ID:213696 Common

1^ What is the conclusion to your response?_____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Use the questions in the box below to organize your writing. You can answer the questions before you 
write to plan your response or after you write to check your response. 



8
NECAP_2005-2006_Grade 8_Writing_Form1 Released

ID:213697 Common

1& Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

When writing a response to prompt 17, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt, and
• proofread and edit your writing.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response is a well-organized paragraph that clearly describes a storm from 
the appropriate point of view. The response contains descriptive details 
and a clear focus, and maintains that focus throughout. Response contains 
varied sentence length and structure.

3
Response generally describes a storm from the appropriate point of view. 
The response contains some descriptive details and a clear focus but there 
may be minor lapses. 

2
Response is an attempt at a description of a storm. The response may 
depart from the appropriate point of view, or there may be major lapses in 
the focus.

1
Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt at a response to the 
prompt.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202445 Common

1! Imagine there is a storm coming across a lake. Write a description of the approaching storm. Use 
sensory language and varied sentence structures to develop your description.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1!



3NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

1!
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1!

1!
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

1!
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response provides a position on the question of cell phone use and 
includes an attempt to persuade the reader to agree with the writer’s 
opinion. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and details 
that support the focus. 

3

Response provides a position on the question of cell phone use and 
includes an attempt to persuade the reader to agree with the writer’s 
opinion. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and 
appropriate details. There may be minor lapses in focus and/or details that 
lack development or specifi city.

2
Response is an attempt at a paragraph that provides a position and 
attempts to persuade the reader. There may be major lapses in focus (e.g., 
the position and support may be unclear).

1
Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus (i.e., there is little 
evidence of a position or support).

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202470 Common

1@ Some people use cell phones while in restaurants, stores, movies, or even when they are driving. Is this 
good for our society? Write a paragraph that develops one strong argument to persuade the reader to 
agree with your opinion.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1@
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

1@
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1@

1@
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

1@
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response identifi es the comparison and provides a clear explanation of 
how the poet makes the comparison. The paragraph maintains the focus/
purpose throughout, includes supporting details, and is well-organized. 

3

Response identifi es the comparison and provides a general explanation of 
how the poet makes the comparison. The paragraph maintains the focus/
purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The response includes some 
supporting details and is generally well-organized.

2
Response contains an attempt to identify the comparison and explain how 
the poet makes the comparison. The response contains major lapses in 
focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the text.

1
Response is a minimal or vague statement about the comparison in the 
poem.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

Scoring Notes:

The poet compares a poem to eating/food.

Comparison is developed by showing that reading a poem should not be more diffi cult 
than eating:

It doesn’t have to be a formal task, it can be informal and enjoyable: “pick it up with 
your fi ngers and lick the juice that may run down your chin.”

You don’t need special equipment: “you may not need a knife or fork or spoon,” etc.

ID:202401 Common

1# What does the poet compare a poem to? Write a paragraph that explains how the poet makes this 
comparison. Include details from the poem to support your response.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

f
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

f
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

f

f
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

f
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate focus/controlling idea related to the 
prompt. The focus/controlling idea may or may not be developed in the 
response.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202537 Common

1$ What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

ID:213695 Common

1% What are the supporting details/references to text in your response?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1

Response contains appropriate supporting details/references to text related 
to the prompt. The supporting details/references may or may not appear in 
the text, as long as they are a logical extension of the ideas presented. 
The supporting details/references may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

ID:213696 Common

1^ What is the conclusion to your response?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The 
conclusion may or may not be used in the response. 

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:213697 Common

1& Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; a strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly  
stated purpose focuses the writing.

• Writing is intentionally organized for effect.
• Fully developed details and rich and/or insightful elaboration support the 

purpose.
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, 

usage, and mechanics.

5

• Purpose is clear; a focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout.
• Writing is well-organized and coherent throughout.
• Details are relevant and support the purpose; details are suffi ciently 

elaborated.
• Writing shows strong command of sentence structure and uses 

language to enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, 

usage, and mechanics.

4

• Purpose is evident; a focus/controlling idea may not be maintained.
• Writing is generally organized and coherent.
• Details are relevant and mostly support the purpose.
• Writing contains well-constructed sentences and uses language well.
• Writing may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

3

• Writing has a general purpose.
• Writing has some sense of organization but may have lapses in coherence.
• Some relevant details support the purpose.
• Writing uses language adequately but may show little variety of sentence 

structures.
• Writing may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and 

mechanics.

2

• Writing has an attempted or vague purpose but stays on topic.
• Writing has little evidence of organization; there are lapses in coherence.
• Writing generalizes or lists details.
• Writing lacks sentence control and uses language poorly.
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting.

1

• There is a lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear.
• Writing has incoherent or underdeveloped organization.
• Writing contains random information.
• Writing shows rudimentary or defi cient use of language.
• Writing has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and 

mechanics throughout.

0 Writing is irrelevant.

Blank no response

Scoring Guide (continued):
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1



20NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 6

k
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

• Purpose is clear throughout; a strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose
focuses the writing.

• Writing is intentionally organized for effect.
• Fully developed details and rich and/or insightful elaboration support the purpose.
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and

mechanics.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 5

k
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

• Purpose is clear; a focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout.
• Writing is well-organized and coherent throughout.
• Details are relevant and support the purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated.
• Writing shows strong command of sentence structure and uses language to

enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage,

and mechanics.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

k
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

• Purpose is evident; a focus/controlling idea may not be maintained.
• Writing is generally organized and coherent.
• Details are relevant and mostly support the purpose.
• Writing contains well-constructed sentences and uses language well.
• Writing may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

k
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

• Writing has a general purpose.
• Writing has some sense of organization but may have lapses in coherence.
• Some relevant details support the purpose.
• Writing uses language adequately but may show little variety of sentence structures.
• Writing may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

k

• Writing has an attempted or vague purpose but stays on topic.
• Writing has little evidence of organization; there are lapses in coherence.
• Writing generalizes or lists details.
• Writing lacks sentence control and uses language poorly.
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

k

• There is a lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear.
• Writing has incoherent or underdeveloped organization.
• Writing contains random information.
• Writing shows rudimentary or defi cient use of language.
• Writing has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

1$

j

SCORE POINT 0

h

SCORE POINT 0
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

k

Planning boxes and student response are a direct copy from the passage and contain no original 
student response.




